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visiting the vast cattle runs on the pampas, and
a good deal of fun was extracted from prac-
tice in lassoing and bolassing, which some-
times included a terrible entanglement both
of the novice and his horse in the long rope
of the lasso. Some good duck-shooting was
also procured on one of the lagoons dotted
over the pampas. The diary does not record
what success Prince George had in particular,
but it is no doubt that in this early practice
in all parts of the world at all sorts of game
lies the secret of his skill.
The original course arranged for the cruise
included the passing of the Magellan Straits
and a visit to the Chilian and Peruvian coasts.
When the Bacchante arrived at the Falkland
Islands, however, their plans were changed.
Some of the officers were on the island shoot-
ing, and no one was prepared for the news
that was brought from Monte Video, but as
soon as the Admiral had read the telegram
he hoisted the "blue Peter" and signalled,
"Prepare for sea immediately; squadron to
go to Cape of Good Hope with all despatch."
So on January 25 the Bacchante started with
the other vessels to take part in a " demon-
stration" at the Cape,
In order to understand the state of affairs
at that time in South Africa, we must re-